Appl. No. 09/826,408 Attorney Docket No. 81752.0105 

Amdt. Dated March 23, 2006 Customer No.: 26021 

Reply to Office Action of January 30, 2006 

Amendments to the Claims : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application: 
Listing of Claims : 

I. -10. (Cancelled) 

II. (Previously Presented): A tape printing apparatus comprising: 

tape cartridge -mounting means for mounting a tape cartridge labeled 
with a detection label formed by cutting off a first tape printed with a to-be-detected 
image representative of desired configuration information which is other than 
information related to physical properties of the tape cartridge and which is for use 
in printing; 

detection means for detecting said to-be-detected image which is 
printed on said detection label labeled on said tape cartridge; and 

image-printing means for printing an image on a second tape based on 
said desired configuration information represented by said to-be-detected image. 

12. (Original): A tape printing apparatus according to claim 11, further 
including character string input means for inputting a character string having at 
least one character arranged therein, 

wherein said desired configuration information represented by said to- 
be-detected image includes information concerning printing of the input character 
string, and 

wherein said image printing means prints said print image based on 
the input character string according to said desired configuration information. 
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13. (Original): A tape printing apparatus according to claim 11, wherein said 
print image is an image identical to said to-be-detected image. 

14. (Previously Presented): A label-producing method comprising the steps 

of: 

mounting a first tape cartridge accommodating a first tape in a first 
tape printing apparatus; 

inputting desired configuration information which is other than 
information related to physical properties of the first tape cartridge to said first 
tape printing apparatus; 

printing a to-be-detected image representative of said desired 
configuration information on said first tape by using said first tape printing 
apparatus such that said to-be-detected image can be detected by predetermined 
detection means; 

producing a detection label by cutting off a portion including said to-be- 
detected image from said first tape; 

labeling said detection label on a second tape cartridge accommodating 
a second tape; 

mounting said second tape cartridge in a second tape printing 
apparatus including said predetermined detection means; 

detecting said to-be-detected image which is printed on said detection 
label labeled on said second tape cartridge, by said predetermined detection means 
of said second tape printing apparatus; 

printing a print image on said second tape dispensed from said second 
tape cartridge based on said desired configuration information represented by said 
to-be-detected image; and 
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producing a print image label by cutting off a portion including said 
print image from said second tape. 

15. (Original): A label-producing method according to claim 14, wherein said 
first tape printing apparatus and said second tape printing apparatus are an 
identical tape printing apparatus. 

16. (Original): A label-producing method according to claim 14, wherein said 
first tape cartridge and said second tape cartridge are an identical tape cartridge. 

17. (Original): A label-producing method according to claim 14, wherein said 
desired configuration information contains information of designation of at least one 
of a typeface, a decoration, and a color, for use in printing. 

18. (Original): A label-producing method according to claim 14, wherein said 
to-be-detected image is an image of a pattern formed by patterning said desired 
configuration information in a predetermined format. 

19. (Original): A label-producing method according to claim 18, wherein said 
pattern represents a code formed by encoding said desired configuration 
information. 

20. (Original): A label-producing method according to claim 19, wherein said 
code is a binary code. 

21. (Original): A label-producing method according to claim 19, wherein said 
pattern image is a unicolor pattern image that represents said code in a single color. 
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22. (Original): A label-producing method according to claim 14, further 
including the step of inputting a character string having at least one character 
arranged therein, to said second tape printing apparatus, and 

wherein said desired configuration information represented by said to- 
be-detected image contains information concerning printing of the input character 
string, and 

wherein said print image is printed according to said desired 
configuration information based on the input character string. 

23. (Original): A label-producing method according to claim 14, wherein said 
image is a second to-be -detected image which is an image identical to said to-be- 
detected image. 

24. (Original): A label-producing method according to claim 23, further 
comprising the steps of: 

labeling a second detection label to a third tape cartridge 
accommodating a third tape, said second detection label being a print image label 
produced by cutting off a portion including said second to-be-detected image which 
is printed on said second tape by said second tape printing apparatus, from said 
second tape; 

mounting said third tape cartridge in a third tape printing apparatus 
including said predetermined detection means; 

detecting said second to-be-detected image which is printed on said 
second detection label labeled on said third tape cartridge, by using said 
predetermined detection means of said third tape printing apparatus; 

printing a second print image which is different from said second to-be- 
detected image, on said third tape dispensed from said third tape cartridge, based 
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on said desired configuration information represented by said second to-be-detected 
image; and 

producing a second print image label by cutting off a portion including 
said second print image from said third tape. 

25. (Original): A label-producing method according to claim 24, further 
including the step of inputting a character string having at least one character 
arranged therein, to said third tape printing apparatus, 

wherein said desired configuration information represented by said 
second to-be-detected image contains information concerning printing of the input 
character string, and 

wherein said second print image is printed according to said desired 
configuration information based on the input character string. 

26. (Original): A label-producing method according to claim 24, wherein said 
second tape printing apparatus and said third tape printing apparatus are an 
identical printing apparatus. 

27. -40. (Cancelled) 

41. (Previously Presented): A tape printing method comprising the steps of: 
mounting a tape cartridge; 

detecting a to-be-detected image that said tape cartridge bears; and 
printing a fixed-form character string image based on character string 
information represented by said to-be-detected image, said character string 
information being other than information related to physical properties of the tape 
cartridge. 
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42. (Original): A tape printing method according to claim 41, further 
including the step of taking up a tape printed with said fixed-form character string 
image. 

43. (Cancelled) 
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